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Dear Kiowa District 7 Citizens,

Our community is bustling with activity and pride as we usher in the vibrant
summer days. This season is particularly special as we celebrate the remarkable
achievements of our young Kiowa individuals graduating from high school and
college. Congratulations to all our graduates—your hard work and dedication are
a testament to the bright future our community can look forward to.

In addition to celebrating these personal milestones, we are excited to announce
the launch of our Kiowa District 7 language classes. These classes are an
excellent opportunity to reconnect with our cultural roots and ensure that the
beautiful Kiowa language thrives for generations. The classes will be held in-
person once a month and online twice a month, offering flexible options for
everyone interested in participating. We hope to see many of you there!

We also want to take a moment to remind you that while our legislative office is
tirelessly working to advocate for the needs of the Kiowa people within the
constraints of our budget, it is important to note that direct services are provided



by the Kiowa Executive Branch. Our dedicated staff remains committed to
representing your interests and ensuring our community's voice is heard.

Thank you for your continued support and engagement. Together, we can create
a thriving and resilient Kiowa District 7.

Thoughts from an Elder

Being a District 7 Kiowa Citizen (?)

“To receive these services you must live in the Kiowa tribal service area” are words that I read
when I find myself being interested in participating in Kiowa tribal housing, social services,
health support, family services, aging programs, and several other standard tribally advertised
benefits for Kiowa tribal citizens. Of course this means that if you live outside a specific
federal designated boundary, such as D7 Kiowa citizens, you are not eligible to receive
specific services from the tribal government. In many cases you also must fall under specific
financial guidelines meaning you must meet poverty level income status in most cases. Add
to this condition is that the further away you live from the “tribal hub (headquarters)” the less
you hear from tribal government and its existence. The Kiowa Tribe is a nation of segregation
among its own citizens not by its choice but by the rules and regulations of the federal
government. It segregates its own tribal citizens by federal guidelines but likes to refer to itself
as a “sovereign nation”. The gist of our tribal government is determined by the federal
government and yet we attempt to govern tribal citizens using a form of government which
caters to those who “live around the headquarters’, not all tribal citizens.
This is a very difficult condition considering that a majority of currently enrolled Kiowa citizens
live in the D7 region and our history of tribal service funding has been limited by federal
guidelines to serving only those living in the “tribal service area”. The federal guidelines are
out of date when it comes to the fulfilling trust responsibilities to tribes and their citizens. Until
there is federal legislation to change these regulations tribes will continue to segregate its
federally funding services to those who live within the tribal service area. Ironic considering
that the tribal population numbers used for appropriations include the out of tribal service area
populations which make up the majority of our tribe. D7 citizens are counted for certain
federal appropriations but not eligible for those related tribal services. This is still the norm
here in Oklahoma. Some tribes have generated enough non-federal funds to include all the
tribal members while adhering to the standard “tribal service area only” in its delivery of
federal funded services. 
Our current elected tribal officials need to address this condition and make efforts to afford all
tribal services to all tribal members. 

Citizen Spotlight, Martha Poolaw



Congratulations to Martha Poolaw on her retirement. She has been a Kiowa language
instructor at OU for 11 years. The Department of Native American Studies honored her with a
potluck meal and acknowledgement in the Five Moons Lounge earlier this month.

She was featured in the Norman Transcript to honor her in her accomplished career,
https://www.normantranscript.com/news/kiowa-elder-first-language-speaker-retires-from-ou-
as-instructor/article_4f42790a-0991-11ef-ba08-936231ad7b23.html





District 7 Podcast



Episode 4 available now on Spotify and Youtube

District 7 now has a podcast on Spotify and YouTube. Episode 4 is now available.
Links can be found on our Linktree, https://linktr.ee/kiowaD7

Legislative Update

https://linktr.ee/kiowaD7


Legislative Spring Session Update
Following Article VI. Section 7 of the Kiowa Constitution, the Kiowa Legislature held its annual
Special Session on May 29-30, 2024, at the Kiowa Casino Hotel in Devol, OK. This essential
gathering aimed to foster collaboration between the Legislative and Executive branches of
our tribal government and engage with traditional leaders of Kiowa societies, cultural
organizations, and community churches. This was not a secret meeting, held in public to hold
discussion and dialogue about how the Kiowa Tribe can assist communities.

Key Stakeholders
Kiowa Legislature
Kiowa Executive Branch
Community Churches
Kiowa Society Leaders

Objectives
The primary objective of this Special Session is to collectively identify how the Kiowa Tribe
can assist traditional societies, cultural organizations, and Kiowa churches with their activities
for the next fiscal year. This collaboration ensures that our communal needs are met and
supported effectively, underscoring the shared identity we all are a part of as Kiowa people.

Expected Outcomes
By the end of the session, we had a more comprehensive understanding of the community's
needs and a plan to establish clear priorities for supporting these efforts. The intended
outcome is a well-coordinated plan that reflects the collective input of all stakeholders and
aligns with the Tribe's resources and strategic goals.
We deeply value and appreciate the insights and contributions of all involved parties in this
important process. Your active engagement is invaluable and together, we will work towards
enhancing the cultural, traditional, and spiritual well-being of the Kiowa community,
emphasizing your integral role in this endeavor.
If you would like more information or questions, you can contact the Kiowa Legislature office.



District 7 YouTube Channel

District 7 has a YouTube channel, https://linktr.ee/kiowaD7.

We have recently uploaded the recording from our May webinar where we had Kiowa Tribe
CFO, William Weaver, and we discussed the Annual Budget.

Upcoming Events

















Kiowa Tribe to Dedicate New Community
Center in Honor of Leonard Cozad Sr., 'Red
Wolf' 
In a heartfelt tribute to one of its most revered citizens, the Kiowa Tribe will dedicate a new community center
in honor of Leonard Cozad Sr., known by his Kiowa name, [Gui-gul-[de (Red Wolf). The dedication
ceremony, which will take place on June 16, 2024, promises to be a significant event, bringing together all
Kiowa societies in celebration and remembrance.

Honoring a Legacy
Leonard Cozad Sr. was a renowned figure within and beyond the Kiowa community. Best known as a world-
class singer and composer, he made lasting contributions to the tribe's cultural arvhive. His compositions for
the Gourd Dance, Black Leggings, War Dance, and Native American Church music have preserved and
enriched traditional Kiowa music, leaving an indelible mark on the tribe's heritage. Furthermore, Cozad Sr.
served honorably as a Kiowa Code Talker during World War II, employing his Kiowa language to encode and
transmit secure military communications. 

The Dedication Ceremony
The dedication of the community center, aptly named the [Gui-gul-[de (Red Wolf) Community Center, will be
a grand event reflecting the unity and rich cultural heritage of the Kiowa people. The ceremony will unite all
three Gourd societies, Rabbit Society, Kiowa Black Leggings, and Kiowa O-ho-mah Lodge. This convergence
of societies is a testament to the profound respect and admiration held for Cozad Sr. across different
segments of the tribe.

Event Details:
Date: June 16, 2024
Location: Kiowa Tribe Community Center, Carnegie, OK
Live Stream: Details will be available on the Kiowa Tribe Facebook page

The dedication of the Leonard Cozad Sr. Community Center is not just the inauguration of a new building; it
is a profound acknowledgment of a man whose life's work has significantly shaped the cultural and historical
landscape of the Kiowa Tribe. As the Kiowa people gather to honor [Gui-gul-[de (Red Wolf), they not only
celebrate his memory but also reaffirm their unwavering commitment to preserving and promoting their rich
cultural heritage for future generations. This commitment, shared by all attendees, instills a sense of
responsibility and duty in the audience.

New Tulsa Language Class

We have had two Kiowa language classes so far in Tulsa (and Zoom). We have
uploaded the video and we encourage you to attend our next class. Details on the
sign-up or to access the Youtube video, please visit our Linktree,
https://linktr.ee/kiowaD7

Learn More About the Cobalt Refinery



On March 12th, we had a webinar with Comanche Citizen, Brandon Parker. He gave a very
detailed presentation on the Cobalt Refinery. You can watch this recorded webinar on our
YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/@kiowatribedistrict7

D7 Links

Please bookmark and save https://linktr.ee/kiowaD7 this page will be updated with easy-to-



navigate links.

Kiowa District 7 Legislative Office | 123 24th AVE NW, Norman, OK 73069 405-857-8408
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