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Dear Kiowa District 7 Citizens,

As we step into May, we are reminded of the integral work being done across our
legislative platforms. This month, the Kiowa District 7 newsletter highlights the
significant intersection of policymaking and community progress, offering a closer
look at initiatives that are shaping the future of our tribe. Significant challenges
are presenting themselves before our tribal communities, and we must work
together to protect our sovereignty.

We invite you to join us in exploring the highlights within this month's newsletter,
which sheds light on these efforts and their implications for our district and
beyond. Together, we continue to build a stronger, more connected community
through informed decisions and collective participation.
With gratitude for your continued engagement,

Warren Queton
District 7 Legislator
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Elimination of D.I.E. (Ah, I mean D.E.I.) Thrusts in Oklahoma’s Colleges
What Does It Mean For Our Tribal Students?

Hey! Kiowa parents with college-bound children. Alert: Diversity, Inclusion, Equality (DIE)
programs…I mean Diversity, Equality, Inclusion (DEI) programs and services are being
eliminated in Oklahoma’s colleges. Those colleges who continue with these programs are
subject to having federal funding cut off. The services from these types of programs are the
major reason many of our tribal college students graduated from college. These programs
helped many high school tribal graduates and college enrollees in the 60s and 70s. Without
these types of programs, especially in colleges, no telling what the college participation,
retention, graduation and employment rates of tribal citizens in Oklahoma would be today. I
doubt if it would be any different than what it was before the advent of these programs. I want
to encourage you as parents of college bound and participating students to ask from
Oklahoma colleges why these programs are being eliminated. It would be interesting to know
which college enrolls the largest number of Kiowa college students. I rather the colleges tell
you why and explain how they intend to keep our students in college. Prior to DEI thrusts the
colleges contracted with the BIA to provide “counselors” to address DEI related activities and
they were damn good at it. The history of Indian college counselors is well known among
tribal college graduates from all over the United States, many who are very successful
professionals. Civil Rights era figures assert that services for tribal students have significantly
impacted Indian populations today. 

Here is my dilemma: if DEI programs were so beneficial to our Indian students, why are they
being eliminated from colleges and universities? I have not read or heard one word about the
effect of eliminating DEI programs from our tribal leaders. I am puzzled as to why our tribal
nations have not gotten loud about this development. Even when Haskell was to lose almost
half their faculty/counselors because of cutbacks, a few of the Oklahoma tribes mumbled
some push-back but most remained silent even though Oklahoma tribal students make up a
substantial percentage of Haskell’s enrollment. What about those that are alumni/alumna of
Haskell? Where were/are you?

Bacone College is in such a financial dilemma it probably will close its doors before the fall
term. Sad. My mother and sister attended Bacone. I never knew it was just a college. It was
the Indian University all my life. Our tribe needs to focus on contributing more energy to our
college students. This is a tough time for them in terms of finances, preparation, life skills,
culture, careers. What can we do as a tribe to expand our services/assistance to them? Ask
the question to our elected tribal leaders and see if you can get them to
answer/respond. Good luck.







Episode 15 available now on
​YouTube and Spotify.



Links can be found on our Linktree, linktr.ee/kiowaD7

Art Contest





Upcoming Events







YouTube Channel

District 7 has a YouTube channel. We aim to record and upload our webinars and
different events so everyone can stay involved.

This month, we have uploaded the following:
Episode 15 of our podcast- Kiowa Hymns
Our May Webinar with the KADAP
Tulsa May language class recording

To access these videos, please visit our linktree, https://linktr.ee/kiowaD7



D7 Links



Please bookmark and save https://linktr.ee/kiowaD7 this page will be updated with easy-to-
navigate links.
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