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Greetings to all our District 7 tribal citizens — greetings and warm regards
this September.

This month has been a demanding one in more ways than one. With
temperatures hovering near 100 degrees across much of Oklahoma, we hope
each of you has been staying cool, staying hydrated, and looking for your
neighbors and elders. The summer heat is no small thing, and your well-being
remains a priority. Please continue to check on one another during these extreme
conditions.

Despite the heat, August has brought meaningful moments worth celebrating, and
we are glad to share them with you here. The 91st Annual American Indian Expo,
held August 12–15 in Anadarko, was a powerful reminder of the resilience and
richness of our shared heritage. This year's event brought together 14 tribes in a
vibrant opening parade through Caddo County, drawing families, dancers, artists,
and community members from across the region.



The Expo has long served as a gathering point — a place where culture is not
simply remembered but lived. From the dances and regalia to the arts and
traditions on display, this year's event honored what our people have carried
forward across generations.

We are proud that District 7 citizens were among those who attended,
participated, and represented the Kiowa people with dignity and pride. For more
pictures, please follow Kiowa Media on FB and Instagram.  

 
With respect and gratitude,
Warren Queton
District 7 Legislator
 

The Kiowa Tribe participates at the 91st Annual American Indian Exposition

The 91st Annual American Indian Exposition brought together tribal departments,
cultural leaders, and community members to celebrate Indigenous heritage. The
Kiowa Tribe's participation across multiple departments demonstrated its enduring
commitment to cultural preservation, governance, and community well-being.
The American Indian Exposition, held annually in Anadarko, Oklahoma, stands as
one of the longest-running celebrations of Native American culture in the United
States. For 91 years, tribes from across the Southern Plains have gathered to
honor their heritage through dance, art, ceremony, and community. This year, the
Kiowa Tribe once again stood at the heart of that tradition—represented not by a
single voice, but by many departments working in unity.
That breadth of participation speaks to something meaningful. A tribe is not one
program or one office. It is a living institution, sustained by the coordinated efforts
of its people and its governance. The 91st Exposition offered a clear and visible
demonstration of that truth.

Which Kiowa Tribe Departments Participated in the 91st Exposition?
Across the course of the Exposition, multiple departments of the Kiowa Tribe
contributed to the tribe's presence and programming. These departments
represented a wide spectrum of tribal services and cultural functions, including:

Cultural Programs: Kiowa cultural representatives played a central
role in preserving and presenting traditional practices, including
dance regalia, oral traditions, and ceremonial knowledge passed from
generation to generation.
Health and Human Services: Tribal health staff engaged community
members with resources and information, reflecting the Kiowa Tribe's
ongoing commitment to community well-being.
Education Department: Education staff highlighted programs and
opportunities available to tribal citizens, reinforcing the value of
educational attainment rooted in cultural identity.
Tribal Governance and Administration: Elected leaders and
administrative staff represented the tribe's governmental standing,
engaging with both tribal citizens and intertribal counterparts.
Economic Development: Representatives from economic development
initiatives used the Exposition as an opportunity to connect with
community members and promote sustainable growth within the tribe.



Each department's involvement reinforced a shared message: the Kiowa Tribe's
strength comes from unity across its institutions, not from any single program
operating in isolation.

Why Does the American Indian Exposition Matter to the Kiowa People?
The Exposition is more than a cultural showcase. For the Kiowa people, it is an
annual affirmation of sovereignty, identity, and continuity. The gathering brings
together tribal nations who share a history rooted in the Southern Plains—nations
that have endured displacement, assimilation pressures, and the ongoing work of
reclaiming what was nearly lost.
For Kiowa citizens, attending or participating in the Exposition carries significance
across generations. Elders pass on knowledge. Youth see their culture reflected
back at them with pride. Families reconnect with relatives and with the broader
intertribal community that shares their history.
The 91st year of the Exposition carried that same weight. Each dance, each
drumbeat, and each departmental booth represented an act of preservation—a
deliberate choice to sustain what matters. Perhaps one of these days, we can
have our own Kiowa Fair and invite our friends to come and dance with us. 
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Elder Distribution





Link to application: https://www.kiowatribe.org/form/elder-check-form

Upcoming Events
Link to join the Zoom can be found on our Linktree: https://linktr.ee/kiowaD7





Through collaboration between the Kiowa Tribe Historic Preservation Office and
the Denver Museum of Nature & Science, Kiowa Citizens and their descendants
in the Denver Area are invited to the Denver and Colorado Kiowa Community
Gathering on Saturday, October 3rd, from 1 pm to 7 pm at the Avenir
Conservation Center (2001 Colorado Blvd, 80206). The event includes examining
Kiowa beaded items from the DMNS Collection, learning about the Southern
Plains Beadwork Project, shared meals, and community time together.





Mark your calendars—the Kiowa Chapter of the Native American Church is
hosting a Fall Benefit Gourd Dance at the Apache Tribal Gym in Anadarko on
October 17, 2026, from 2 PM to 9 PM! Supper will be served at 5 PM, followed by
50/50 raffles and drawings for NAC items throughout the evening.
Kiowa Chapter members, we're asking for your help—please consider donating a
side dish or dessert for the meal or cake walk. Every contribution strengthens this
gathering for all who attend.

Head Staff for the evening includes MC Edmond Nevaquaya, Head Singer O.J.
Littlecook, Head Gourd Dancer John Shotton, Head Lady Dancer Mindi Kee, and
our Arena Directors, the Kiowa NAC Youth Members.

A special invitation goes out to Kiowa Tribe Princess Teagan Gouge, all visiting
Princess Royalty, and all Native American Church organizations and members —



come honor this tradition with us. All proceeds support the Fall Chapter Meeting
and our upcoming trip to the Peyote Gardens in January. We look forward to
gathering as a community. 

For more information, call (405) 441-8774.  

D7 Links

Please bookmark and save https://linktr.ee/kiowaD7 this page will be updated with easy-to-
navigate links.
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